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NOVELTY: 


Or, a Government of 


V OMEN, 


DISTINCT FROM 


M _E N. 


Erefted amongſt ſome of the People, call'd 


In an Epiſtle, occaſionally written toa Man-Fudge, upon 
a Young Man's refuſing (for good Conſcience ſake) toſubmitto 
| their Authority in Marriage, ſecing that Relations and Friends 
were already ſatisfied. 
To which is addea, 


A Lamentation for the Fall of ſo many of that People. 
l [Publiſhed for no other end, but to deter all honeſt Hearts 


-| Harebrain. - 
| Ceaſt je from Man, whoſe Breath is in his Noftrils, for wherein 1s be tobe accounted of. 114.2 22. 
TLOXDORX: Printed for Datah Howkins, in Gearge-1ard, Lumbard-flreer. 
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A 
Reader, i | 
'F- uſe as few Words as Ican, behold a Copy of the Certificate, or Letter 
from one of the Tudges, from a Monthly Meeting in Huncington-ſhire, 


where the Young Man dwelt, to a Monthly Meeting in Bedford-ſhire, where 
the Maid dwelt, > 


Ramſey, 3d. of the 5th, M. 94. 


Friends in Bedford-ſhire, 


ERE came Stephen Scarborrow, | to acquaint Friends of his F Who kee 

Intention of Marriage with Marry Samm, Daughter of Natha- 2 little Groſe 

niel Samm,of Litlington, in Bedford-ſhirez as allo he did to our *P®P — 

Quarterly Meeting about aMonth ago,andFriends did tenderly pred 
adviſe him to acquaint our Women Friends therewith, who &tend Meet- 
ings to ſerve Tr«th in their Day Age, and Generation, and to enquire, 
and ſee that things be clear on all parts on fo weighty a Concern as Mar- 
' Triage; but he retuſing to follow Friend's Advice herein, I know not what 
the Women- Friends moy have to ſay in this Matter: Now I being one that 
- have had ſomeExerciſe and Concernin theſe eurMeetings,I do teftifie,That 
that Spirit that doth oppoſe the good Order im publiſhing Marriage in Men and 
Women's Meetings, # 101 of Gcd, and am torry tor the Young Man, and 

deſire he may live to ie his Weakneſs, and amend ; fo with Love to all ; 

Friends of Trath, reſt a Friend tothe ſame Truth. ; 


Tobias Hardmeat. 


After the Young Man had carried theLetter above, with a Certificate, 
toa Monthly Meeting in Bedferd-ſhireqwith otherHands to ic, which Tobias 
would not ſign with his Brethren, « he not being at Unity with them in 
that;) my Hokiſe being in the Young Man's way home, calF'd at my | 
Houſe, and there happen'd to take it out of his Pocket, ſaid to me, Friends 
gave-it me again, and he laid it down ; he being gone, i peruſed ic pritty 
A232: well, 


© SF 
well; and ſoon perceived-it came from an Ihpoſing Spiric, ſuch a one 25 
has bred all the Diviſion and Troubles ampngtt Friends : Therefore in. 
hopes to a little moderate chisſeyere; Judge, Fwrite the. following Letter 
unto him, (except th= Margett)-wizr—" | 

Friend Tobias Hardmear, Communicate this: to thy Brethren: of the: 
Monthly Meeting in Funtingtor. , 


——— 


moon 


| ; WW: EN thou was at my-Houle,. che. 17th day of the laſt Month, 
F. E: and his * thau fſaid'ſt to me.3 There was no impoſing upon any Perſon: 
- c—_ that came into your Meetings of Government, or words to that purpoſe; 
Meeting at: ; , : 
Houſe, if you are not Impolers, I. muſt. confeſs I am. miſtaken, 

r Letter to. Thy Certificate j of tlie 3d: Inſtant makes-it more manifeſt concerning. 
ahlyMeer- a young Man's refuſing to mention his Intention of Marriage firſt of allto 
| in Bedford- che Jadgment of your Women's Meetings ; and becauſe ( for: good Conlci: 
&y = ence ſake) he could not. doit, thou judgeth him weak,and need of Amend: 
ved their ment; judging alſo all other People that do oppoſe,or that ſubmit not to 
wer , bid- a Female Authority in Marriage, Net ro.be of God, then of. the Devil: An. 
} —— uncharitable Sentence. 


t Monthly Meeting, when they knew, or might have known that day, the Couple was innocent ; but: 
te: he muſh, cho' he dwells ahour ſixteen Miles off, .and. muſt hire. a Horſe, . 


Can there be greater Impoſers in the World, than thoſe that judge all 
People, Not to be-of God, for not ſubmitting to a Female Government in 
iarriage?” A'ching never heard of, but of late Years, except the Govern- 
ment of the Amazons, who were not ſo Cenforious upon the account of 
Marriage. | | 
br-Letter.. © The Words in the Certificate. +} | 

I do teſt ifie, That that Spirit that doth oppoſe the good. Ordyr in-publiſhing 
Marriages in. Men and Womens Meeting, is nct of God. 

Again, And am ſorry for the young Man, and deſire he may live to ſee his 
Wea neſts and amend. | | LE 

Again, faiſt thou, 1 know nat what the Women-Friends may have to ſay 
te this Matter; (that is) bis Non ſubmiſſion to a Meeting of. Women, di- 
ſtin& from. Men. 

f do greatly defife to hear how they do to. bear ity chat a Young Man 
lhould refuſe co. ſubmit to their Authority. 

Yet ſhould be very glad to hear alſo, that a Meeting of YYomen: had 
received-power from God, fo as to. prevail with. a Maid, or Married 
Woman. (that comes to them. for Counfel) to forſake Pride, * and Excels 
i, of Wo. 18 Meat, Drink, Apparel,. and Furnicure. - : 
-Judges, eſpecially at London, that has not * ay prevailed with Maids, ro hide thoſe hollow places. they: . 
ve, 25 room for Topknots on their Foreheads. .. | A 


© 8.) 

And whether ſuch Women-Fudges ever did any Good, who come into 

the Seat of Counſel, ruſling in gaudy flower'd Stuffs, or Silks, from Top 

tw Tos, mincing with their Feet, ec. except their Gifts to the Poor. ” 
But to. be brief, becauſe I am not for raiting Chollar in any, yet 1 = Ou or 

hope I need not fear it in thee, and am ſure thou wilt not be angry wich Chriſt nochans 

me, if thou art built upon that Rock, that neither Storms, nor any other wi'l move to 

thing can move to Paſlion. Paſſion, 
Therefore, to-eaſe: me of the Burthen which now is upon my Spirit,* * And has 

I ſhall give thee my Opinion, and then ceaſle ac this time ; tor it is not -_ ſome 

becoming a true Chriſtian to delight in Contending, or be troubleſom to 2 

a Congregation ; yet thoſe that ſhall force me to confeſs that I err in 

what I write, (before ſee it my felt ) are the Impsſers. 


6 


My Opinion is this, by way of Advice t; When a Couple ſhall come f Fromaweak | 


to your- private Monthly Meeting mm Huntington, to acquaint you of their _— yet, 
Intentions of Marriage, ſay to them, as to the antient Chriſtian Quakers. ſoiſed in rack 
Friends, Who made us Fulges over you? Go, if you find freedom of being nor a 


Spirit, and publiſh your Intentions ac the end of the Publick Religious Conformift. 


| Meeting for Worſhip, to which you belong, or neareſt to your Dwel- ® The ancienr- 


ling; * tor chey beſt know whither or no you are clear from all other En- Praftice of 
—_ o o bd Friends, 
ts in this kind, where. you may have a ſufficient number of 
Witneſſes at your Certificate. 


And that we now. let you know, this 'was the Innocent Practice of our tMention'd in 


dear deceaſed Friends in the beginning, when God fent among us, to the Church of 
turn our Minds to Chriſt's Imvard and Spiritual Grace, t in each Soul, to Ewland's Ca- 
be. our Guides, nat Man. gyro be 
Likewiſe, onthe other Hand, ſay unto this Couple, in the fear of God. Rk "ml 
Friends, If you have freedom, and find it's not contrary.to theTeachmgs of Chriſt's the Supper - 
Inward and Spiritual Grace f #* your own Souls, of the Lord, 
Publiſh your Intentions of Marriage twice in our IVomen's Meetings; Þ<i"R _ ſigns 
and when all the YYomen-Fudges think you a fitMatch,then you muſt men: gots IS 
tion it alſo twice to us of the Men's Meeting, which we think neceſſary.* was made ar 
And that when we, who are moſt commonly Strangers to your Pro- the Yearly 
ceedings, (tho! we are well informed-by a Friend, all chings are clear on Mecting,1657: 
both ſides) yet you are to come and wait on us Monthly or Quarterly, QuarterlyMee- - 
until ſuch time, as all the YVY/omen and Aer of both Meetings ſay you may ring bref Iſle 
jay in Marriage, for fear you ijhould bring a Scandal upon the Truth, of Ely. _ 
tho your Dwelling be Twenty Miles off, or more, from hence. t f _ —_ 
Theſe two manner. of ways of -Marriage, we lay before you, chuſe —_—— 
which of the two, that anſwers beſt to the witnefs of God in your own & yorſe-hire. . 
Souls; for we are not to be Judges of that. PET | 
So we freely leave you to your Choice, ®* fo as you come together = nog; 
in.the fear. of God, and we ſhall think never the worſe of you. t brought much: 
| Confuſion... + How have you hated thoſe that conform'd nor. : 


For - 


and alſo in a * 


(6) 


For we ſeek God's Glory, not our own; Whichis according to our firſt 
Inſtitution, when firſt we became a People. 

For our Labour is to perſwade People to ſubmit to Chrif*: Spiritual 
Government in their own Souls. | 

So that as we are not to anſwer for your Miſcarriges, neither are 
you for ours. 

If thou believeſt I write this to thee, in Enmity to any Perſon or Per- 
yon: = gab thy diſerning is but weak, fo not fit to ſit as a Judge 
in 1/rael. 

But hope better things of thee, to whom my true Love is, and to all 
that do faithfully return to the Truth, as it was amonglt Friends, when 
firft the Mockers called us Quakers. | 


Bedfard, - | I am thy Friend, 
11d. gm, 94. : 
William Mather. 


To which Letter no Anſwer hath yet been given. 


— 


A Lamentation for the Fall of ſo many, once Worthies, in 
Sprritual 1frael. ; 


FA H ! 'what ſhall I ſay, or write unto you, that once runto and froon 

The Author's Foot from place to place, ſpending your Time and Strength toturn 

| Sorrow. Peoples Minds into the Centre ot their Souls, to Chriſt's Inward and Stiri- 
tual Grace, to ketheir Teacher ard I eader into all Truth. 

But now, that you ſhould contradict your former Advice, by ſetting 
up YVomen and Men Guides over an Innocent People, is grea:ly to be 
lamented. 

How are you fallen, wkat Lamenfation ſball Ttake up for you ? 

Oh! that mine Eyes were as a Fountain ot Water, that I ryight weep 
Day and Night for-the Fallof fo many, once Worthies in Sp 1ual Iſrael, 
who were once in that Spirit and I ove of Jeſus, that they could lay down 
their Lives to win Souls to God ; loved their very Enemies, yea, could 

Meth. 18. 22. forgive the Treſpaſſes of a Brother, /eventy times ſeven. 
But alas, this trve Love, or Lamb's Patience is not now to be found on 
O Truth, art Farth, except amongſt a few upright Hearts, that has choſen Chri#?'s In 


—_—; ward and Spiritual Grace far their Guide, ſuch can waſh the Feet of their 
Is Man's Souls Enemies. | 
roo ſtraight ro Deceive not your ſelves, for you cannot fave your ſelves ; by ſaying 


contin chee ? you are-in the Light, when you envy any Manz for whoever doth, isin 
Darkneſs, even until now, 1 Fob. 1. 9. Now 


ſt 


al 


re 


Jn 


ge 


all 
En 


' have an Innocent People ſubmit to their Ruloss, Orders and Ceremonies, of God. 


'of Man's making.) 


C72 
Now let me a little reaſon with you 3 Was there not true Love and 
Charity in general amongſt the Profeſlors of the Truth (when all thoughe 
themſelves Poor and Low in their own Eyes * ) before Ambitious 7/- *Have you not 
men, and Ambitious Men, creptin among you, fuch I mean that thirſted for Lyons chat 
for Honour and Rule over an Innocent People, 4b/olon like, ſaying in "90g | 
Heact, O that I was a Fudge in Iſrael, when alas, moſt of ſuch Judges, The Heart of 
have and do buſie themſelves in judging others for the Moats in theic Eyes, _ is deceit- 


* © Nov = . ul; none can ' 
when the Beam is ſtill in their own Eyes. Re RS 


by the Grace 


Theſe Lordly Spirits in Womes's- MeAtings, and Men's Meetings, would 


whither the Parties ſee it their Duty to obey, or not. Whar is not of 
Holding choſe Meetings Monthly and Quarterly in private Rooms(where Faith is vin. 

ſometimes there are got above four Perſons that take upon themſelves to 

Rulef ) and there diſpoſe of ſuch Monies as they colle& at the end of + And alas 

Religious Meetings (where the moſt Givers are) where they ought alſo to moſt of chem 

give a publick Account how they diſpoſed of the Money unto the general 182orant ones, 


| i s X not knowing 
Givers ; but this I never ſee them do, except the Colletion was for a whogaredll 


Fire, &c. | h their uſurped 

It's true, Monies for the Poor were at firſt (that is) when firſt God Power, yer 
raiſed us to be a People, (who diſcovered more of his Love to us,thantoo vill be as an- 
many before us in this latter Age.). I ſay, then Moneys were collected, 5,7. *-2 youu 
or freely given always at the end of a Monthly Religious Meeting, where obey not their 
alſo Marriages was propoſed, and there finiſhed in time. Wills, when 

Then why do you (in many places) ſtill hold up the one, and leave y2» come be- 
the other to the Judgment of Women's Meetings, &c. forerhems 

Whence ſprung all the Diviſions, Controverſies, and ſeparate Meet- 
ings for Worſhip among you. ' 

If not from the ſeverity, ated in the faid Meetings for Government, EW 
whereby have you not attained to ſuch an outward Power and Authority (05 — 
over Innocent People, as to caſt a good Man, ( that confirms not) out conteſt riſes 
of the favour of your People, and to ſlight his Teſtimony for God, and among you. 
canretaina bad Man .(a Conformiſ# to your Womens Meetings) in favour 
with your People, yea, and to preach too, tho' a Caſt-away. 

To bring Preſidents, for this would ſpend too much Time and Paper, 

(I thank God he has hitherto kept me from bowing to any ſort of Image 


But did St. PauPs Enemies ſay,* that much Learning had made him 
mad? Did not the Pope ſay ſo by Fobn Parrot (when you owned him in 
che Priſon of mad Men at Rowe) and did not one of your Preachers ſay 


to me, that much Learring has made Geo. Kierh mad. | T nay you 

; not have him 
lo, by calling before you more than twelye times, to anſwer at your Court in London, See his Tryals in 
Penſilvaria, Sold by R. Baldwin, The moſt hidden way to defams a Nonconformiſt, as has been yet heard of. 


Will. 


\ 


CV 

Will you take up thoſs envious Peoples Arguments,to renderwhom-you 
pleaſe odious in the Minds of the Innocent. | 

But his Works ani Service for the Truth, as-it is in Jeſus, will out-live 
your Malice againſt him. 
| Oh ! That he, and every one, that truly fears God, may ſo keep to 
S In what may the meaſure of Grace,* given them of God, that no Tryais, of what na» 
= PIc- ture foever, may ever ſeparate them from the Love of God ; Cif fo) then 
= bs. har I ath fure they will envy none, tho” a great Enemy; I ſay God has kept me 
he ſhall nor be in the Spirit of Love to all (praiſed be his Name for it) tho* I have been 
tore, convince dabout forty Years, that the Quaker's Fundamental Principle of 
_— _ Chrift's Light and Grace, being the chict Leader and Guide inco all 7rurh, 
tellin Gog: 15 4 Truth, which will abide for evcr. | | 

And no Man, either by Converſation or Preaching, made me joyn 
: with them ; it was God alone that ſhewed me that they were in the right 
T Being young, way then, forloften prayed toGod to diſcover to me which was the righe 
Þ —— © way to Heaven, and he dire&ted me to them, when I knew nothing of 
[Xorthampton. them, but the name Quaker, whom I ſought out®, ard found them, and 
ire, knowing ſuffered many Buffittings and Stonings, and Impriſonments with them, 
[of none, call'd which was Joy unſpeakable unto me, that I.had found a People, whoſg 
Bay ne: Truſt was alone in God. Oh.! how my Soul was knit unto them ; 1 
f rabdre* could have dicd at a Stake with them then, if it had been the Will of 
that I fer to God. Oh! my Heart is broken, as into Tears, that this People ſhould 
work, who {fq ſoon let go their true Guide, Chriſt's Inward and Spiritual Grace, and 
- - na ſet themſelves up as Guides. 
lowed them I muſt confeſs, I have been at .two of theſe Meetings of Government, 
bur poor Men, but it was accidentally ; the one was inHuntington ſhire,the other inBedford- 
aSWeavers,O% ſhire; in both which, I ſaw ſo much of the Imperiouſneſs of thoſe that 
_—— made themſelves Judges, thac I could never after find Freedom in Spirit 
joyn with £©0 go to any more, and did largely write a Teſtimony againlt it, but ne- 
ir outward ver had an Anſwer, and reſted in the Will of God ; but now I am con- 
rovernment. ſtrained to write, in hopes the Innocent may ſee to the beginning, and 
See the Tp. the danger of any People, that ſwerves from their firſt Inſtitution. f 
of F. Crook, Again, From whence ariſe all the publick Claſhings of one Miniſter 


Td: Green, ro 
_ Young, 


convinced,and Meetings, too publickly known, both to Profeſs or Prophane ? that a 
Truth's Pro- Prieſt once writ to me, That the Light was not new the Quaker's Guide, 
-r4 By 7: ts their Meeting at Devonſhire: Houſe, the Riſe too of thoſe Arbitrary 
=.” Meetings in the Country. 

Oh! Ye degenerate from your firſt Inſtitution ; you Ifay, that are 
reſolved to govern Arbitrarily, and not leave the honeſt Souls among 
you, to be ruled Þy Chrift's Inward and Spiritual Grace, to which you 
have fo ofcen adviſed them to follow, as a moſt fuce Guide, and will noc 
ſuffer them, by the Leadings of that, tochooſe who ſhall be their Acbitra- 
tors, for them in Marriage, if you can hinder them. It 


Arbitrary Go- 
ent, 


againſt another, if not from thoſe Lordly Spirits, that will rule in fuch - 


83 | 

If you reſolve to carry it by a Ruling Hand over the Innocent, { con- 
trary to your Principles. ) 

Take no more upon you the Name of Children of the-Light, * 25 G. F. * For that 
and E, H. calls you in their Primer, ſeeing you are f2llz1, into the leads ro Peace 
ſame Snare ( in Churcii-Government) as others bstorz you, whom you 2? E-rch, and. 
did condemn for ſuch things. bereris. =_ 

Oh! How dare yon give poſitive Judgment againſt any perſon (in 4 
things, not ſinful againſt God ) ſeeing that one of the greateſt Writers, He thar is 
ro promote your Authority, ( otherwiſe was a very worthy Man, ) had withont fin,les 
not yet attained to Infallibility or Perietion, faying, © Others may per- im calt the 
* haps ſpeak more certainly of this State ( Perteion ) as have arrived Gee IO 
"tot; for me, I ſhall ſpeak modeſtly, as acknowledging my {elf noc 
* to have arrived to it. See R. Bs Works: p. 389. PerfeRion is 

Oh! Will you continue- to be ſo Cenforious to Judge all People, 216; Atcainable n” 
Yo be of Ged, that take not Counſel of Women's Meetings, before Mar- rs 
age. Goi's Grace. 

My Saul has often mourned for you, and ofcen defired of Gcd, That 
he would be r/eafed to diſcover to me, Whether or no, 1 am to blame "EP 
in thus writing to you, and have found nothing but peace therein, ard 
good W:!1 to all Men, and can (through God's Mercy give my Bread x4, aymno: is 
treelv to mine Enemy, and ſerve all mine Enemies, (if I have any) in confirained-to 
whit I can, GOD knows I I.ye not; for I truly Love all the Works wiite, having 
of his Hand, and am very ſenſible, that thoſe that do efivy any Man, 29rne long, 

( let his Tranſgreflions be never ſo great ) # mot of God, profeis what 

they will in Religion. God's Love 
'Had not our dear Saviour Love and Mercy for one that h:d Ser-on De- unto all the 

vils? And ſhall not thoſe that profeſs to be his Diſciples have the ſame Works of Fs 

Love to all? Becauſe no Man dwells in God, no longer than be dwells Hand, 

in Love to all; overcoming Evil by the good Grace 6f Chrilt Jetus. 

But to come ſomewhat nearer: Has not God en'ightued your Gandiy 
Then why do you fet Self-}:xaltation beiore un? For the Love you have 
to Rule, by your means over Innocent Hearts, 

But I ſtill hope that che young Convinced will fee ( by that Tight of 


God s Grace, he has given them) to the Beginning, That wo v 
a harmle{ and innocent People, and was not for Selt-Fxaltatior:, 
Oht ye arbitrary Judges, what thivk you? Was not th 4. eminent 
Man, . ÞP. aſhamed to mention this frivolous Goverment of omen, 
In Page 31, of his Rey ? Vi herein he omits not your other Meetings I, gee lf, p, 
Government ( to picaſe vou that Love Dominion ) was he 1 ot? 1] iov, Hey, 7. an 
wiſz in that, fearing (1 ſuppoſe) tne World would Laugh at it, as.itn 
deed well they might, having never heard before, thit a Mcorng of 
Women muſt be adviſed with, betore Marriage, yea, before a Viezting 
of Men and Women topether, and the Refuiers to bs julged of the 
Devil. B And 


(ro) 


And the greateſt wonder of all is, That ſuch a Government ſhovld be 
Do not yon practiſed among{t a People that profeſs, that every Individual Man and 
yet ſee your. Woman ſhould have no other Guide, beſides Chriſt's hard and Spiritu- 
| Apoſtafic. #2} Grace: 
| But if you now ſay to me, as'G. F,.ſaid to me and T. H, in-a Diſcourſe 

with him, till near Mid-night, about the ſaid Arbitrary Government, 

You do not deſerve to- have Wives, (faith he ) * you- ſpeak: ſo much againſt 
*The beſt Ar- H/o;7en. To ay the Truth, this was the beſt Argument he could give us 
gument that +1. 1jc ynfcriptural Female Government. n 


x h e PC W _ ® 4 o 

jor] Ape for Though its weil known, we love our Wives as true Chriſtians ought to 
Womens 0. : - . : 

| Mcetings, Nor are we againſt a Woman's Declaring in a Religious Meeting, what 


God has done for her Soul, by filently waiting at the Feet of Jeſus, as 
Mary did, (that is) 'in his Inward and Spivitaal Grace. 

Nor are we againſt Women meeting by themſelves; upon a particular 
occaſion, but not monthly for Government. 

Nar are we againſt Men's Meetings upon urgent Occaſion, between 
themſelves,fo as theyJudge no other Perſon or Perfons,who has not choſen 
them Judges or Arbitrators. | 
Rees. are Sezing God has placed the Civil Magiſtrates over us, to whom we-are 
Eto be re- {0 {ſubmit in all things, that's not contrary te the Conſcience, which is 
jzeaed,whoin- Refified by Goa's Grace, Rom. 153. 
deayour to Oh1 Callto mind the Severity of chat-Spirit, that -has, and £ill dot 
prejerve 8 #* att in too many of you. 

Si How many Souls have you, as it were, ſlain by Judging, and thereby 

You create driven into the troubled Sea of Man's Wrath, and being fo driven by you 
«LapmirF# el tzitner (you laying afide Chriit's Love ) can-do no other than oppoſe 
fairer, * Yeu, then you do truly call them Apoſtates, when you were the Cauſe 

7 ior want of Love. 

None can 0. "Though the Truth is, they were to blame alſo themſelves, . becauſe 
++ Hg they iet go the Strength they had in God's Grace, and fo ſuffered Man's 
hole Eveic ro VV T2 ang Envy to ſeparate them, from the Love of God in Chriſt Jeſus, 
God's Grace, throvgi your Cenfars. 
Your Acirgs Lizewtie, how many Souls, by your Imperious Government, have you 
have. varrd {47,24 from Inquiring acer the Truth, is too well known to ſome. 
_ Oh! unnatursl, not to give that Liberty to ſome, called with you 
trom owning - a . a y 5 J 
the Truch,and ak: rs, { in things not ſinful) as the preſent Civil Magiftrates gives us 
has. given all. This is not Going as you would be delt by. Think you, that God 
mw of the 151] my Judge you for theſe chings? Let Self-Intereſt no longer blind 
: your Eyes... 
bd op Oh ! che Cruelty of this impoſing Spirit ( when God does not chain 
it cown) how many Thouſands of Souls.and Bodies has it deſtroyed, 


The Civil! Na- 


firaices hare 


| 19 Yay her which no Jan can number z being yet lodged in the hearts of Ambitious 
+ : Women, 


oyed, 


3501005 
Omen, 


(.04- 


Women, and Ambitious Men: the ſame Spirit it is, chat now juuges all Thc cus! 
of the Devil, thar confarns not to their Wills, Orders, Ceremonies - o.: an luootel 
Will you not yet ſay, that fuch Prieſts are more to be cn =. Spirit. | "3 
than you, who do not impoſe upon a Coupic (that are P lions 6.7 gn, | 
any Ceremonies againſt their Conlciencee. es. _ ry 
How often have you troubled a Couple, for refuſing to ſubmit « Love. "MN 
Female Government in Marriage, and enjoyning ſome, ſcarce of Abill ; 
to travel many Miles, and often (at their own charge) to your hn 
Women's Meetings, and Men's Meetings, which have been fo aver, with 
Jorrneys, and needleſs Delays, (cho? Relations were ſatisfied ) whe 
rid themſelves of the trouble of waiting upon you any longer, hay _ 
toa Prieſt upon the account of Marriage. on 
| Then have you not preſently judged them gone from the 7+ub, h: erat b— 
ving recorded ſome (asI am inform'd) Apofates roGenerations to ans nie tangy 
for ſodoing, that obeyed not your Wills in Men's Meetings, (when ? Meetings in 
were the cauſe for their ſo doing) and will not own them of the 7 area, 
until ſuch time as they condemn themſelves for ſo doin II _ — 
Oh! ads , b S - ſ: g. PIUres EnIOyns 
Fey - a mighty Streſs you lay upon the Ceremony of Wonen's 22* your Cer 
r 
ra a 5 -= =_ —_ as tO account all chat oppoſe, or approve not of it. NY 
; When ſome of you will ſometimes ſay, why do you ſcruple ſuch an 
indifferent thing, as to propoſe your Intention of Marriage to a Womar 
Meeting, and a Man's Meeting, without Women. CEN _ > ml 
. x ate NIS Bfe- 
_ > apay.s yr Ry, That = Scriptures leaves all People free, as thren that did 
| arriage, ſo as they enter into that Eſtare in the 2** believe in 
fear of God, before ſufficient Witneſles. him. Foh. 7. 5. 
I do remember, that a Perfon,one ofthe greateſt Sticklers for the pro 
moting of your Government of Women and Men's Meetings, once ſaid t 
me, 1: was the everlaſting Government, of which there would be no end : =_ were y . 
ſince (thro' God's Mercy) his Eyes are opened, and now plainly ſzes i blind "as fay 
has been the Root, from whence ſo many D:viſions has ſprung an your Govern- 
you the ſaid Perſon, has not yet loſt, being call'd a Q:aker. 5 Om1""S menr would 
I have &sked ſome Couples,newly married, why chey did ſe thei _ 
SL th faert died 2 Cy propole their 
ention of Marriage toa Meeting of Women, and then to a Meeting of Mew 
knowing the trouble that others have goae through, by fo doing, ſein | 
You knew you were clear from all Engagements to any other in he 
Kind, and that your Relations and Friends had been long ſatisfied? Did -; < _ 
Not you know it was Friend's PcaGtiſe in the beginning, to mention their Ples 'as go to 
Intentions at the end of ſeveral Religious Meetings ; and if none © lo arty 6c 
Rok, then might enter into that State, by ſpeaking fit Words hog __ "— 
| of another Publick Re/ggiow Meeting. Mens Aering 


B 2 There 
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There Anfirer was always to me to this effe@ : 
Tn theug't it A Very hard Trjal, that after all things Was agreed 072 fer 


tFor {cir of dil- ye teat ; a 
pleaſing yuu, Aarricge, to begin araim fo mentonitroa Woman S Meeting ; ( moſt Stran- 
how maty gre ) gn 1 after they w+re ſoti:fied, then to go to 8 Man's Mecting, fo wai: 
ns a Sor ther Conyents: But this we d:d, contrary to our Freedom, that they might 
gainſt Conſci- 9797 t4in8 1: of tis. 
ence, You can fcarce £554 one Couple among you, but will give an Anſwer 
Your own Ei- qQch to the frime etiect ; which by this may eafily be ſeen what Domi- 
ew nio02 you ex21cilgover the Innocent, that to keep favour with you, muſt 
waiting upon I22ve their Inward Guide to pleale you. 
you, - But to plead for your new Arbitrary Government, fome of you do 
= Are fiy, Tha: in the beginning, a Couple has come rudely into a Meecirr, 
. : and ſail they tco; each other.as Man and Wite, and ſo brought a Scan- 
dal upon us. 
What then ? Is there never a wiſe Man among you, or Woman, in 
2 Religious Meeting, that cat ſay to ſuch a Couple, you ought to give 
the Meeting times to make Inqui-y whether youare clear from all Engage. 
ments in this Kind to any other Perſon or Perſons, and we {hall do our 
See the true Endeavour to reſolve You nexc firit day 3 for here's none that deſires to 
_ i PUT yOu off from tim2 to time, by needleſs Delays ; and as foon 45 wa 
Church-Go- find you ars hone{t, and are for coming together in the fear of th: 
rernment in Lord, we {hall freely ſet our Hands to a Certihcate of the Lawfulneſs of 
= "ag _— ] our Marriage 3 at the _—_ ol a —_— — the —_ 0" ene 
Man's Comps. PUT NOT w:ll we lend you man} Mes io a Meeting Ol a iIgw Women, 
mn, not wie. { wRO May be virangers to you) and they to fend you, when they think 
ten to _enjoyn Good toa Pilvate Man's Meeting, Who may tell you, that if you will 
too, not {ubmit to our Orders, we thali not ftand by you in Tryals, &c. 
pe Go But ſhall begin and end your Marriage at the neareit. Religious Mecting, 
ie all People, Where you ace bit known, whici was the in:tocent Prattice of our dear 
B-3> deceaſed Friends at {i:it; 1 was married {o, without any Oppoſition 
How IT was for then, neither 1Vc,rim-Fudges, nor #1:n-Judges in private Rooms 
married, and pc {et up. 
ers Now, becauſe fome may be ready to ſay, we kndw of no ſuch Law 
or Decree that injoyns a Couple to go twice to propound their Marri-g: 
to a private Women's Mectings, aid twice to a private Men's Meeting, 
here follows the Copies of two of them. 


From a Year'y Meeting. in London, the 27th, of the 3d. Mon. 1675. 


TwonewFavs5 FT is our Judgment, that for better SatisfaGion toll Parties, that there 
| : may bs duetims for Inquiry of clearnefs of the Perfons concerned, it 
is convenient thaz Marriage be at twice propounded to the Meetings that 


are to take care therein, both to: the Mer's andl Women's Meetings, _ 
oth 


\ 
(137 
both are eg;Siſhzd before chey are accompliſhed ; and when things ar 
cleared, th:Tthe Marriage be accompliſhed in a rave and p Bliek a 
ſembly of Friends and Pelayu ns. PEAT PUDbL:CK Al- 


P RO 
Anitver Decree 1pon Record. 


without the Conſent of Friends at :woen's, and two Women's Meet. 
ings, being nc , and apart each from other, 'Fo mention more Decrecs 
to this purpoſe, 1s needliels. , 
eden hag wg TH Lindon, you may ie fare w3gled of their Exalta- 
tion (in finding that the Men had prefert'd tem to be fouzlt too fir; 
upon thz account of Marriage.) | by ” + Did ms 
And finding the ſweetneſs of Ruling Cid (together with Men) judge all '7 lament, thar 
inthe Country as Livertines, that conforms nor to tize Necrees, 2nd Go the _ of 
judge fuch to this day, as one of their tormal P:eachers, 7. R. One of Governor 
Y 3 : - 4 . Re = p - a : Be k 
nw. G. Gotoh Phreſhers ſaid to me; Yeu in this Ccuniry are of @ Li- theirHu:bands, 
ertine Spirit, and an mdiferent Fecp/e, only becauſe (for good Conſcience £. #, franee 
"ALI . EE... ae Shopagr 0 W/7 thoje Wha Come 
Tho' it is true, foms of this County has ſo far conform' to the De- ones the 
crees, as to ſet up Mens Meetings, Monthly and Quarterly for Goyern- World foould 
ment, (which is one in Nature, to the other necd!-'s. yet be ſubje& to 
Yet tho* ſome ſay fuch PMectings are very iti] in the City ( where _ _ 
Hy ws 2 "by -j bY Oo , wy : . F ah '9 
the Women dwell wana together ) thu not fo» wulctul inthe Country, Croſs no Crown, 
dwelling ſo far afunder. P..-aGs | 
I fay, they are needful to where to bs obſcry: 4 J | 
& as ils & O03 4 id; 0: 2 , 
h + he ” -0N12 Dproud of ; Pa boat 1 oathiy, b:cauſe Women's Meet « 
thereby they becomes proud of che Authority, haha 
if. 7 ayjcinta LL» | LR ; | L EX 2 P ing) 1 ONti y 
For if a Marriage is Intended -2dlacy propounded at the end of a Religious no where cre- 
Meeting, (to prevent Lordihip ) and the Mecting happen to be a Sreat dirable, . 
one, (as is commonly in Linden) the Man himicir, or he may dzfne 2 *which is the 
Friend to declare at the end of tie Meeting, thac here is one tha: Jcight of the 
to publiſh his Intention of Marri 8, Mar nerensone that gelires Ambitious tha: 
pit ” 1s intention ol Marriage z and it the People are for going love Domi- 
away, you may call as many People as are free to draw into tie next 219% 
Room, and there publiſh ic, both Men and Women being tcgerher, The right Or- 


This. done, ſome of the Meeting may tell the Man, that ifhe comes nexe a So. 
heſt Day, they will reſolve him, according to what Inquiry they have Ler God's Wire 
made, and as ſoon as we find you are clear from all Engagements of 25 judge 
this Kind'to any other Perſon or Perſons, you may take each other as er chis's 
Man and Wife, before as many Witneſſes as you pleaſe, the more. the precatle. th 
better; for ſuch Concerns cannot be too publick, ec. ? Truth whicls. 
This 1 write trom the Innocency of my Soul, {not as a Law for o- V< Piefels. 
.thers) but this way may prevent the Inſulting ef Ambitious Men arid We- _ 6 
wor of he — A om 
men, (who do pretend better things in Words) who deilght in Domini- Rute for any. 


on, 


\ 
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on,and are ſo confident as to ſay, We diſpife Dignities or Government, 
in not ſubmitting to theſe unſcriptural Government of YY0....z and Mer”; 
Meetings. ; 
04j. Some may ſay, What art thou alſo againſt our Men's meeting 
Monchiy for Government : for did not the Apoſtles adviſe to chooſe El 
ders ? exc. 
j- 4nſ. 1 am-not againſt the Meetings of ſuch Elders, for the innocent 
to adviſe with, as the Apofte would have choſen ; that is, ſuch as are 
' What an El- Meek in Heart, Lowly in Spirit, Chaſte in Life, Virtuous in all Con- 
der is, and yarſition, full of Self denial, Long-Suffering, and Patient , not only 
_—— forgiving, but loving their very Enemies ; one that rules his Children, 
0 and his own Houſe well ; his Wife (it any) grave, (not proud, nor ſlan- 
derous) ſober and faithful in all things, 1 Tim. 3: 4. 2 Tim. 2. 24. 
Now I appeal to every Conſcience that is cleanſed by God's Grace, 
od Morality whitherif any Man take upon himſelf to be an Elder, or Teacher in a 
is more accep- Meeting, and is not qualified as aforefaid, be not a Uſzrper, 
| table co God God, in Mercy to the Innocent, has often curb'd the ſaid Impoſing 
 thanFormahfis. ©; +. and will more and more, I doubt not, chain ic down for ever ; 
Sec P. 58. - which he has already (in Mercy) done out of many Souls, praiſed be 
_ dition of wy his Name for it. 
|- Tong. Man's - God is a zealous God, he will not give his Honour to a Meeting of 
| Comportene | " VVomen, or Men Judges, (having committed all Judgment in things re- 
' _— ofa lating to a good Conſcience unto his Son Chriſt Jeſus) and ſo fas has be- 
|"77ze Chriſtian, gun to open the Eyes of his faithful People, that they ſhall not be fo blind 
'P. 74 __ . to believe that a very large Meeting of VY/omen or Men, can give an In- 
| mg atargy fallible Judgment in things that others ſhall be bound to believe and 
| nor \-be +-obey, as to a Ceremony, or the Judging of a Man, Not to be of God, 
| blinded . by -when they have not proved he has ſinned againſt God. 
| Man; - for. 2 Por if the greatnels of the Aſſembly muſt carry it (as one of your 
x &reat nmgp og, Preachers ſaid to me, how could ſuch a number be miſtaken?) Thenthe 
| - gt little Turks or Pepiſts cannot-number you in Aſſemblies; 
one. But have you not a way- beyond all others to exerciſe your Authori- 
. A hiddenPow- ty moſt hiddenly, or in the Dark, by ſending abroad your Formal 
| ba my wy Preachers,} that do whiſper (where they think they can be credited ) 
_ 4 | into the Ears of poor innocent People, that ſuch « Man or Men is not 
' +Whoyouig- right, be doth not own our V/omen's Meetings, e&c. then Prejudice enters. 
norantly thivk <, that Man or Men, however Juſt, cannot have their Teſtimonies 
= is Goſpel { God enter into thoſe prejudiced Spirits, or ſcarce entertained friend- 
though ic is 1y in ſome places, upon their travel for poor Soul's fake. Oh ! che Ig- 
rue 1a public, norance of thoſe People, that has not choſen Chriſt Grace in them 
| _ _ for their Guide, but Man. 


KY:) 


(1g) 


So that by this Secret way of whiſpering, how ſoon can you blow up 


l an honeſt Man's Reputation. T _ and 
we will report 
l Good God ! How long, I pray thee, will ic be before the Profeſſors ” I 
- of the Grace that came by thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, be obeyed by them, 
> which ceaches true Love to all thy Creation? And as thy Love is to all aprayerforthe 
t 4 People, (tho Sinners) fo are thy Followers. Lord, give them to ſee Innocent thar 
Ee that they dwell not in the Light, when they envy any People 3 and ale VE love one an 
hu ſo that they may ſze, that Man is no more to be rely'd on for a Guide orher , as God 
y but only 'hy Inward and Spiritual Grace; this I beg of thee, for thy dear —_— 
1, Son's f- *;, io whom be given all Honour, Rule and Dominion, now 
1- and for ever, Amen, My 
5 If God withdraws from ſuch as cloath themſelves with his Gifts, to 
ſerve Selt- Intereſt, how much more doth he withdraw his Love jrom 
ſach Miniſters, as ſordidly conform (againli their Con{ciences) to a Fe- 
18 male Government ,* that you the Judges might not inſccnce their Hearers * Such a Teſt, 
- againſt them, when they travel to win Souls to Righteouſneſs; that the ;? gig 
be Scriptures might be fulfilled in this Age, (in this) 7he Leaders of the Peo- by, = was ne- 
ple cauſe: them to err. ens. "_— 
of I fay, Such Conformirg Miniſters t againſt good Conſcience, may 7 Conforming 
e- poſſibly win ſome Souls (by their Preachings) to the Form, bur not ro Miniſters{thar 
hs the Power of Godlineſs, which Power all do Cety, that believes that ny _ _ 
1d Chriſt's Inward and Spiritual Grace is not a ſufficient Guide to all, with: ke up 
n- out V/omen's Meetings avd Men's Meetings, to guide the People by, ex- Whole time of 
1d cept the Civil Magllirates. : a Meetivg, 10 
d, Oh! what do you adviſe People to this Grace for, if it muft not be TPeanſs an 
their only Teacher 3 chen if the Grace of Chriſt in them teaches them not anorher Perſon 
ur conform to your YVomens Mectings, fc. Can you blaine them then? - rakes up ſome 
he To draw towards a Conrciufion, being it 1s in vain to {pend too mach or me Hg 
: Time ani] Paper, to diicover the Vanity of a Female Government, and the warn APs 
Tl- Impoſing Spirit that now Rules and Reignsin ſuch ot you, as fet up your manifeſts him- 
al {ves Judges over Innocent People 3 which thing you condemned in Pro- (elf to be our 
d) feilors before you. of the Apitle's 
yot What was the Reaſon think von that cauſed our Erz/7Þ Poetical Pro- ons: "_ 
IS, phet F. Wither, from joyning to any Reigious Society | being asked by a thing bo reveal: 
1es Friend of mine, he faid, They inzendcred to Bondage, «rd to ride ever the *4s. &c: 
d- Minds and Conſcinces of their Brethren, G. Withzrs fave 
g- Then ir {zems alli tbe ſeveral forts of Profeors before (ifince the Re- me. Ipi- 
; formation) were for Impofing upon thair Erethren's Contciencer, yer ric in Frofef. 
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Ail ye that Therefore, O ye honeſt and upright Hearts ( whergzver diſperſed 
Cn upon the Face of ths Earth) who hunger and thirſt after Righteouſneſs, 
has given you, that ye might be filed therewith, and that it might fill the Earth, | fay, 
ind all men) let it be your Cry, as of Old, To thy Tents; O lirael! Traft no more jn 
Talenc of his Women or \{in as Guides, truſt only to that Talent of Chrift*s Grace in 
© _ you, that will never Ceceive you, Its always ftirring up the inind to-gocd. 
E Trac, forecd That will truly teach you your Duty both to God ard Man, and to loye 
nor give Giſts thoſe that hate you; It brings Salvation, Ti. 2, It. unto all that obey 
= to Men tO jts Reprooks, | 
: teach you, Ch 1 truft not Man, whatever he whiſpers into your Ears, to prejudice 
your Minds againſt any Perſon upzn the Earth. _ 
"Let no Man "1g Mind going abro2d from watcaing in this Inward. a...: Spiritual 
HF _— Grace, is the cauſe that the Devil gets into the Hearc to raife hatred one 
vice IN " againit another. 
[* _— But he that keers his Mind upon the Watch, in this Terr, or frozr 
[-* Wherein Tower, the Name of the Lord, * nzicher Men nor Devils can deceive lim; 
þ thy ſtrength and he will truly Love all People, though they are of a differea: Perſua- 
| lies, O ——_ fion to him in points of Religion. 
| SY And will the truly Faichtul to the Grace of God in themſelves, 5e ad- 
when buffeted viſing People to obey the fame Grace in their own Souls, and will not ſeek 
[4by Satan. by any means to.draw their Minds from the Obedience thereof; fearin; 
[- they may fall as the young Prophet did, which obeyed the old Propher, 
contrary to his own Gift from God, or Meſlage, 1 K. 13, 18. 

. Theſe honeſt Souls, that has choſen the good parte, God's Grace for 
h! the Love their Guide, will envy no couple, that do from a tree and willing Mind 
A, _ propound their Intention of Marriage twice to a Woman's Meeting, and 
cople is 4 ws twice at leaſt to a Man's Meeting. RD 
Praiſed above Nor will envy a Couple that does, and thinks it more agreeable to 
7 - Tenth, to propoſe their Intentions at the end of {everal Religious Meet: 


ings, where Men and Women are met together, ſeeing the more public: | 

; the better fatisfaAion to all People z that a. Fudge did once acknowledge, 

; tat ſuch publick Marriages was lawiul, . 

Oh! thar'all Oh! that you Impoſers would obey, as well as preach up God's{Grace, n 

Witke obey ſor Peopics Guide z then would you come into the Laml/'s patience, in- n 

| God's Grace, ©? tnat Love, that OV ErTOMes anger, and forgive your Frethrzen's tre(- C 
and no longer palies, as you hope God will torgive yours. Preach no mcrg of {i:ch Love 

# preach from wunti} you witneſs it. th 

| ogy M I am your Friend, and God knows my heart, I weit® jn love to you ; Pa 

EPeople believe © Þ0ugh lome of you, no doubc, will account me yonr Enemy, for ex 


Fir is as God's thus wing (in parc) how you arc failen from your firſt Infſticu- 
| Spirir gives ut- tion, | 

FTerance., 

t 


It 
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-7F I-am to blame, pray blame no body elſe, for no perſon difated If the Autl 


apy 2 to me, or put me upon this Work; I do not ſee that I Err — 
[f . 


Yet have I long ſeen and known, that many honeſt Hearts have been 7 = | 
much grieved to ee ſuch an alteration in the Proteſſors of the Truth, to Eyes are | 
-what they were in the beginning, when Innocence and true Love to 2c. Din 
| each other had dominion in the Souls of God's People ( that is ) be* aa, =s 

aore Women and Men ict themſelves up as Judges in the Meetings true broken 


( . foreſaid. Hearc, and. 
| contrire Spi 
That you mayſee your Error, and return to t he Truth, as in the be- any, _ 
< ginnirg, is the deſire of your Loving Friend, William Mather. 1 do not elſe ar this 
{ take you to be mine Enemies, becauſe I am no Man's Enemy, (praiſed time. 
0 be God for it,) and that I continus as I have hicher been, a Friend to x wrize 6 
all, a Foe to none. theſe things 
Tz . * To conclude, If you fay I have been ſome-what too {harp upon you, Þ<cauſe I 
[5 I ſay I have not been fo ſharp as the Matter of Fact requires. think you hat 
a” Have you not trampled under your Feet many Epiſtles of Love, Tent __ —— | 
to you, ſcorning to bait an inch of your Authority, where you Can OVer- you, ſo 3s p 
1- rule. hate you; If F 
2K Therefore, If you are defigned to Anſwer me, then I deſire you to "2 love, | 
5 let fome Ancient Honeſt Friend do it, from the Gift of God in himſelf; =_ oh 
ct, and go not down to egypt for help. That is, go not to the Logicians, be the Will 
t whole cunning Sophiffry can make a good Cauſe ſeem bad, and a bad God. 
for Cauſe ſeem good ; 1 mean fuch an one as T. E. who can by Sophiftry fo 7 one killed 
ind multiply Words, as to darken his innocent Readers, who is too often rotation "a 
and made to believe, his Cauſe muſt needs be good, his Matter is ſo long. Dinka”. 
Alas! How are men deceived in that? The fewer Words, the more Truth. * a repeating 
S tO And if he, or ſuch as ſay, I have Tautologies* herein, ( a thing moſt of **<famerhing 
lect: the Formal Preachers are guilty of, if it be a fault) blame me not for a 
DUC that. For I do not profels my ſelf a Schollar in the Languages, arid defires that a 
ge, therefore moſt fit, that ſuch a Schollar as I ſhould anſwer me. But if Friend in the 
its come to that with you, that Scholarſhip, Man's Wiſdom and Reafon Z'uth may 
Face, muſt be Judge over ſuch Conſciences, as are retified by God's Spirit, end 
Co IN” never more blame thoſe cunning Men, that drown'd the Zext, in the no Sophiſter: 
\rel- Comment. 
1 Love Likewiſe, Have you not often declared to the People, and do daily, robe _ 


that this is the day that The loftineſs of Man ſhall be bowed down, Cromns at th 
you : and the Haughtineſs of Man ſhall be made low, and the Lord alone ſhall ve feet of Jeli,. 
Now exalted, Ia. 2+ 17- 
tines | 


C Wl ha: 
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What Eyes thou readft with, Reader, know I not, 
Mine were not dry, when I theſe Failings wrote, 


Take ye heed every one of bis Neighbour, and truſt ye not in any Brothar 
for every Brother will utterly ſupplant, and every Neighbour will walk wit 
Slanders, Jer. 9, 4 


Was this Feremiah's Complaint in his day, the ſame may be taken up 
this day. Read his 9:4. Chapter. Oh! that all may fear before the 
Lord, by obeying his Grace, . or Gifts in themſelves, that we may all ſay 
with Holy David, Mercy and Truth are met together, Righteouſneſs and Peac: 


have kiſſed each other. Trnth ſhall ſpring cut of the Earth, and Righteoulnels 
ſhall look down from Heaven, Plal, 85. 10, 11. Amen» £5 


Poſtleript. 


ripe: 


Polticript. 


BOUT the 94. of this Month of September came to my hand, 
irom Tobias Hardmeat, the Letter I ſent him © above Print- 


ed )) with ſeveral little Sentences he wrote on the Margent 
thereof, in Aniwer to which, take as follows, 


T. 1. I's not Impoſition, but eA dvice to good Order. 


Avuſwer, Is it not Impoſition to brand all as Libertines, Apoſtates, and 
not of God, that conform not to your Unſcriptural Orders? If you did 
not compel, none would oppoſe you. Though IT may ask you, From 
whence you had your Authority, ( without Offence, I hope) as you 
have asked other Religious Sccieties before you, Why they enjoyn'd ute 


{criptural Orders ? 


T. H. That Spirit that oppoſeth Truth, 3s curſ}. 


Anſw, Doſt thou curſe me, for oppoling a Female Government ? If 
that Authority be thy 7Tr#th, thou ſo often ſpeaxs of, then am I an Op- 
pe/er, and thou an Tmpoſer. 


T. H. Hawving learned, Therefore IT ſpeak and teſtifie. 

nſw, What Spirit has learned thee, to call Yomer:s Meetings the 
Truth, and to Curſe and teſtifie, That all thoſe that oppoſe a Female Co- 
vernment, is not of God ? 


TD. H. To defire a Man's amendment, to deſire bis good. 


Anſw, True. But had the young Man any fauit, beſides bis non {{b- 
miſlion to a Female Government ? 


C2 "Fo 23, 


£20 }- 
T. H, A Scoff, met ſolid enough, for one profeſſng Trhth. 


Anſw. What, becauſe'T defired thee t ye me know how the Wo- 
men Judges, did to beat ir, thats. young Man could not own their Au- 
thority * ; —— 


« - ” 
tk 
® "Wien, a vow 


T. H. Its well they do ſome good, (meaning the Women Judges, ) 


Anſw. That is,.their Cifts tothe Poor, yea its good in rich Widows, 
and alſo in married Women, when their Husbands are uncapable to do it 
theraſelves; and if that's all the good they do, they had better lay down 
their Authority, and not leave their buſineſs Monthly and Quarterly, to 


' no purpoſe ? 


T. H. 1ts ell then haſt ſo much Charity, cheriſh it, and it may grow. © 


Znſw. Thou praiſes me for my Charity, in not deſiring to -if vp | 


Wrath or Choler in thee ; but my Charity extends further, for I have 
all along been vety free to entertain any of your formal Preachers, re- 
joycing at the exaltation of Chriſt's Grace in each Soul, when they de- 
Clare the power and virtue thereof, in this dark Town of Bedford; but if 
they kuild vp with one band, and throw down with the other hand, by 
ſetringup other Guides; beſides Chriſt's Grace, they are returned into 
Babyln.- 

Þre $0 the great.gnerof my- Soul; T- find, that. moſt of fuch Teachers, 
are for Preaching <biefiy to ſuch People, as do already: witneſs their true 
Te-cher in tl emiclves, when our dear Saviour reſpeted neither Time 
or. Places, who did infirud the People where they were moſt Congrega: 
t<d together. And thote he now ferds forth, would certainly be of the 
fame mind, if Fis gocd Spirit was their Guide. If you are not for the 
Exatation of Men Judges, why was there about 10 Preachers at one 
Meetirg in Hunting'cn, lately, to the grief of ſome, becauſe Geo. White 
bend was there that day. 


T. H. I know nt any ſuch Impoſers amongſt ns; but Jubmiſſion to the Conn- 
cal if Trutn, rs feed, | 


Anſw. I agmire thy Confidence, to ſay, Thou knoweſt no ſuch Im: 


pvlers among! you. Can you inflit greater puniſhment upon a Non- 
Conturmilt to Women Convuſel, than to tell their Friends fuch are Liber- 
tne, Angis, and not of Godl ? Could eyer any Impoſers go further? 


Except 
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Except they had power to caſt into Priſon: What is more dear to a 
Man than a good Name, as to this World ? 

And I further ask thee, Whether there be any other 774th, beſides 
the Grace of God, in our own Hearts, which we are to ſubmit to ? 


T. H. Opinions are too numerozs, Truth « one in all. 


Anſw. If my Opinion, in adviſing thee and thy Brethren C in the 
Letter above, ) to come to that good Order or Practice of Friends, as 
in the beginning, was not according to the Truth, (or Grace or God,) 
why didſt thou not diſprove it, in this thy pretended Anſwer. 

And as Truth is one in all ( as thou ſayeſt ) Why do you Judge it in 
others? But rather leave every one to ſtand or fall, as they obey it, and 
if any diſobey the Truth, or Grace in themſelves ; you that are Spiritu- 
al; ſhould tell them of it; but force by ſcandalizing rhe Difobe lient, 
is not the way to win them to Obedience, to the Truth in themſelves ? 


T. H. Look into Bedfordſhire-Paper of Preſcripticn ſcr Order, and there 
thou may find good Advice many Years ſince. 


, 

Far know nothing of what's in it : But if any Perſons has taker 
upon themſelves to draw Preſcriptions or Orders (contrary to the Holy 
Scriptures) as a Bond upon all others to obey the ſame, that's nothing 
tome; I am not to follow a Multicude into Innovations. Our Preachers 
has already told us, That God's Grace in each Soul, is to be the only 
Leader into ail Truth, which (through God's great Love ) is witneſſed 
to be ſo, So that if they are gone from that, and del:gn to exale them- 
ſelves as Guides, we know better thing3; therefore it is more ſafer ro 
follow our truc and inward Teacher, than weak fan, who 1s is apt to 
degenerate froin their Primitive Infiitution. 


T, H. Friend, William Mather, my Advice to rbee for Truth ſake is, be 
fill and quiet. | 


Anſw. Who can hold their peace, whils Women and Ven- judges 
exalt themſelves in Authority, above all that is called good 1n the Inno. 


cent; and while you have your Formal Preachers, (or Sp:cs) to travel 
through the Nation, whiſvering into the Ears of poor people, that tuct 
and ſuch Perſons are fallen from the ruth 3 when 12 reaiity you can 
find no fault in them, but their Non- coniormity to a Femate Govern» 
ment, ec 
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T. H. And what it i in thee, that Fudgeth others. 


Anſw. As TI hear, I fudge. © Now- every Man ought to compare 
© the Dodrine of that Age, wherein he lives ; with no other Dodrine, 
© than that which was out of all queſtion ſpotleſs, which is the Do&rine 
* of the Apoſtles. J. S; Ad. to Proteſtants, p, 162, 


T. H. I love not Controverſie, but Peace and Truth, and deſire therein to 
grow. © 


Anſw. Neither do I love Controverſie ; my labour only is that all may 
lay down their honour at the Foot-ſtool of Chriſt's Grace. 


T. H. Our Labour ond Travail, in attending our Monthly and Quarterly 
Mettings, is to preſerve and Xep, and bring into Order, Chriſt's Spiritual 
Government. 


Anſw. Who was it firſt that put poor Innocent VVomen upon Tra- 
vail ſeveral] Miles Monthly and Quarterly; was ic not Ambitious Men ? 
If thou waſt not aſhamed of their Authority, fure thou woiyFe!t hare 
given me one Sc: ipture proof for it, if thou could. Doſt thou think that 
the VViſdom of V Vomen or Men, can bring in Order Chriſt's Spiritual 
Government? No, no, It's his Spirit that can only doit. 


T. H. That all may be preſerved out of Miſcarriages (you fet up this Go- 
vernment) and the precious Truth ſet over all. 


Anſw. That Chaiſt, (the precious Truth, may be fer over all, is all that 
I labour for: It over all, then over all your Meetings of Govein- 
. ment. 

Can any thing preſerve out of Miicariiages, beſides God's Grace, ti9 
precious Irmb ? 

\Vhat is there never a Spiritual-minded Man or V Voman in a Religr 
ous Mcetiing, that fe2s a Fault in another, that cannot tell the party 
thereof privately at the end of the Meeting, or go to their Dwellings 
to te!l them of ic, Mare. 18, but mult Summon him, or her, to fon 
litle private Mceing Monthly, I know not how many Miles of theil 
Dweiiings ? 


T. IH. Wait in God's Fear, to know thy ſelf. 
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Anſw. 1 praiſe God, he has kept me in his Fear, from my Child- 
hood, and have fo far denyed ſelf, that I could not enter into Self-Ex- 
altation, by joyning with your Authority in Government ; though I have 
been often invited ſo to do. | 

So that many Of you that have Reigned fo long, ſcorn to be told of 
your Arbitrary proceedings 3 yea, he that thall but tell you how you err, 
you will account him an Impoſer, though the Name moſt properly be- 
long to you, as I have before proved it. 

Good God! Can we put no Truſt in Man ? Haſt not thou raiſed up 
one: Religious Society after another, who begun well, whileſt they took 
Counſel only of: thy good Spirit in their Hearts, kept their firſt Love 2? 
But its greatly to be lamented, to behold moſt Societies chooſe other Go- 
vernours beſides 'Thy Spirit, and ſo come to divide, in about Thirty 
Years after thou haſt raiſed them. O Lord, I pray Thee, look upon 
this People with an Eye of pity, (to whom thou haſt given large gifts,) 
turn their hearts to Thy Grace,more and more, that they may no longer 
take Glory to themlelyes, and pride themſelves with thy Jewels, that 
another People take nor their Crowns; for thy dear Son's ſake. To whom 
be all Honour, &c. 
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